The Role of a Tree Warden 

The Tree Warden Scheme is a national initiative to enable people to play an active role in conserving and enhancing their local trees and woods.  As Tree Warden I endeavour to maintain, improve and promote the existing tree network within the Parish. While the planting of large tree groups is unusual, it is important that the trees we have are managed and maintained, replaced and complimented in a sympathetic way.

Tree Wardens need not be tree experts, which is good, because I am not. Help is at hand from ‘The Tree Council’ who provide Tree Wardens with a handbook that covers all the basics they need to know. They also provide training and run induction days which are very useful. There are also specialised courses available covering a variety of topics that include surveying woodland and non-woodland trees, tree identification, tree planting and aftercare, woodland ecology and tree law, any of which can be attended if you have a specific interest. 

As Tree Warden I am supported by the Parish Council and the Conservation Group. The Local Authority help with matters which are beyond the Parish’s resources and they provide support and regular news letters.

Tree Wardens can become involved in local issues which fall under four broad headings:

• Gathering information, carrying out tree surveys

• Local liaison, if trees are required or are causing problems

• Practical projects, tree planting schemes

• Protecting trees. Including maintenance and disease prevention.

This is when the support of the Local Authority can become very important.

Trees are a precious part of our natural heritage and taking action now can safeguard what we have and, hopefully, improve things for future generations to enjoy.

If any one has any concerns about existing plantings or has a vision of how improvements can be made I would be very interested to hear from them. 

Neil Hobbs

Please contact me on 01353 698 934 or Email

neilhobbs1@googlemail.com

